
1AWARD School 2020

HANDY HINTS

1. Don’t stress. It will paralyse you and make you less creative. 

2. Be original. Your application portfolio gives us an insight into your 
personality and the way you think. Don’t give us the answers you think we want. 
Be unique and be original. The only way to achieve that is to be yourself. 

3. Don’t stop at your first thought. 

4. Get a second opinion. Try and show a few trusted people your work before you 
submit it. They’ll provide you with a fresh perspective, and it might help 
improve what you’ve done. You must be open to criticism, and you must not fall 
in love with your work. 

5. Keep it simple. Don’t go over the top and do a TV storyboard for a print brief. 
Remember that the judges will be reviewing hundreds of submissions. So keep 
your entry simple and easy to read. Don’t add any unnecessary material or 
detail just to impress. 

6. There’s no need to do polished and finished layouts for your concepts. You 
will be assessed on your ideas -  not your layout skills. Neatly hand drawn ads 
will suffice. If you’d like to include an image that you can’t draw then simply 
trace it.  All artwork must be A3 and in black and white pen/sharpie. 

7. Before you start your thinking, it’s worth looking at various advertising books 
and websites that are filled with award-winning creative work. They’ll give you 
heaps of advertising examples of lateral thinking. Books to look out for are 
AWARD Award, D&AD and ONE SHOW annuals. Most of these books are available at 
TAFEm Uni libraries or specialty bookstores. 
www.awardonline.com/awards/award-annuals 
www.clios.com/awards 
www.dandad.org 
www.deckofbrilliance.com

You can only apply for one state/program, so we strongly recommend that you apply 
for the state that you live in.

Applications open Thursday 6th February, 10am via awardonline.com/news/apply-now

GOOD LUCK!
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